


Chad Fowler



Arkansas



Music 
Student



Dropped 
Out





Computer 
Support



Learned System 
Administration



Learned to 
Code



Read this 
book:



Decided I wanted 
to Live in India



Made it 
Happen



Decided I Wanted 
to Write a Book



I Wrote 
a Book



Decided I Wanted 
to Program Ruby 

Full Time



Made it 
Happen



I Love My 
Job



I Love My 
Life



I am totally under-
qualified to do what 

I do
(by conventional standards)







What you’re 
learning in college 
won’t prepare you 
for “the real world”



Software development is...

Engineering

A Hobby?

Manufacturing

Craft Art

Construction



Software development is...

Business



Software development is...

A social 
activity









Know Your 
Audience







How do 
programmers 

practice?







Your customers are afraid 
(of you?)



http://moebot.com



Fear
Value 

Rigidity



Let’s Start 
Today:



Blog this 
conference



Meet the 
Speakers



Start a 
Project



Subscribe to a 
Business Blog 

(try sethgodin.com)



Path > Destination


